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Learning Takes Place More Than Just in the Classroom


Everyday we can obtain different and new information from our environment without having to be in a classroom. Although being in a classroom does bring excellent knowledge to a person, learning from your environment is more hands on learning and rich with interest. In our unit we learned about global citizenship and the benefits of learning about people from other cultures and backgrounds. We did many activities in class to prove this, including self-identity charts, reading articles, and thinking about how we can meet the competency of global citizenship in the future.

During an activity that was done in class I got to learn about my other classmates on a different level. We discussed things that made us unique in our own ways and what defined who we are, our identity. This activity was sharing our self-identity charts and it really made me see how some people were similar or different from me. I thought it was really interesting getting to know the people in my class and knowing stuff about them that I would have never guessed just by looking at their appearance. Also with this activity it also helped me define who I was and where I fit in, in my own culture. 

Also in class we read an article by Dr. Dahlman that discussed the iceberg theory that described the levels of analysis when it comes to people and their identity. The three levels are micro (person, family, neighborhood), meso (community, state, organization), and macro (society, nation, international). We used these levels in an activity when describing people from different countries and backgrounds as they immigrated here to the United States. By reading these stories I got to learn about the struggles, achievements, and family culture that define who they are. The stories were very eye opening making me realize that everyone has their own story and how those experiences make them into the people that they are today. Learning about other people’s stories really made me interested in wanting to learn about other countries and potentially doing volunteering abroad.

The global citizenship competency challenges us in different ways. It challenges us to be self aware, gain knowledge and understanding, and better communication. This competency helps us in these areas because we can learn from other people’s culture and experiences as well as learning to not generalize or stereotype people based on where they come from or what they look like. We learned in class different ways that we can achieve global citizenship. One way is learning a second language, by doing this we learn about a culture’s tendencies and their traditions as well. Another way is by studying/traveling abroad to experience a culture first hand and being able to meet others from that culture to maximize your knowledge about that culture. Going to events around campus or even in the city could be another possible option for obtaining global citizenship. These events can help people learn about other cultures without having to go far and meet people that live in the same area as you and how their culture is important to them. Lastly, volunteering is a great way to get to know people from different backgrounds because when volunteering you never know who you are going to meet and what experiences you may have. Volunteering not only helps them but it helps you become a more understanding citizen.


Global Citizenship is very important in our world today because the world is so diverse. We can learn new ways of thinking by meeting people who are different than us and expand our horizons on what we perceive people to be. Through this class I learned about global citizenship through activities, reading articles, and talking about what we can do to become better global citizens. Global citizenship is more than recognizing other cultures; it’s about learning and having respect for other culture’s and their way of thinking. 

